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The Face of Stoke-on-Trent is made up of 3,550 individual photographs 
and measures 172 square feet. The photos were collected over 29 
days through an online campaign, and a team of local photographers 
stationed across the city, in an adventure to find a face to represent the 
city. The giant photo mosaic reveals the final chosen face of Jozef Clark, 
aged 23, of Hanley, a shop and catering worker with links to Stoke-on-
Trent’s YMCA. A young person, in the here and now, facing forward on 
his journey and with a quiet confidence much like the city itself. 

The People’s Picture - run by award-winning artist Helen Marshall - was 
commissioned to create the artwork by Stoke-on-Trent City Council. 
Local arts organisation B Arts delivered a grass-roots community 
engagement program with local photographers and featured faces.

The wonderful people of Stoke-on-Trent and their amazing stories 
have been perfectly captured in an art installation that deserves to be 
celebrated. The artwork represents the whole of Stoke-on-Trent and 
shows how we are an inspiring and forward-thinking city which is on    
the up and has so much potential to grow and succeed in the future.

Many thanks to Stoke-on-Trent City Council, B Arts, SoTogetherCAN 
community advisory group, Stoke Signage, M&M Signs and Graphics, 
Western Power Distribution, the Potteries Museum & Art Gallery, Grain, 
Appetite and photographers Tim Diggles, Natalie Willatt, Tony Jones, 
Jenny Harper, Sam Ivin, Darren Washington, Richard Redshaw, Val 
Bansal, Penny Vincent, Sarah Peart, Christine Humphreys and the people 
of Stoke-on-Trent for providing all the photographs.

Pictured top left: Hanley Electricity Substation, Lichfield Street
Bottom left: Former Harvey's Building, Old Hall Street

TOGETHER WE MAKE THE CITY



THE FACE OF STOKE-ON-TRENT

“I took this photograph. What struck me about Jozef as soon as I met 
him was his larger than life personality, but also underlying there 
was a real feeling of honesty. As Jozef has disclosed, the YMCA have 
helped him immensely with his mental health, and he is now doing 
well in both his professional and personal life. Having Jozef looking 
directly at the camera, smiling, you get a real sense of the kind, 
welcoming person he is. 

One of the most important attributes of photography is its ability to 
allow us to empathise with the subject. Hearing their story becomes 
much more emotionally charged if we have a face to put to the 
words.”

- Natalie Willatt, photographer

“I tasked myself with the impossible, to create one face to represent the 
city whilst representing the many. I took on board people’s views not to 
look to the past or for it be a famous or notable face. 

Jozef’s face generated strong and passionate feelings in my meetings 
with the SOTogether Social Impacts Group. Because of this I felt it had 
that ambiguity that would create the strongest artwork. I did not know 
Jozef’s story, so it is not about merit or worthiness. His face reminds me 
of a Botticelli painting.” 

 - Helen Marshall, artist of ‘The People’s Picture’

“We’re delighted that Jozef has been chosen to be the Face of Stoke-on-
Trent. He embodies the positive progress we’re seeing in Stoke-on-Trent 
– a city which is on the up and moving forward towards a bright future.”

- Councillor Abi Brown, chair of Stoke-on-Trent’s UK City of Culture 2021











JOZEF

“At 16 I started having some troubles with my mental health and I 
turned to the YMCA for support. They helped me to become my own 
person again, to feel positive with myself. I went to college and did an 
NVQ in customer service and team building, slowly moving back into 
the community. I then moved away, got a full time job and my own 
place. Then after 5 years, following a relationship break down I had to 
leave everything. The only place I could think of coming was to Stoke-
on-Trent and the YMCA.  

My life is on the up now. I’ve moved into my own place. I’m working at 
the Spar shop and also as part of the catering team. Coming back to the 
YMCA when I was a little bit older really opened my eyes to the difficult 
situations people living here often face. It’s made me want to train to 
become a mental health support worker. I think if you’ve faced some of 
the situations yourself it can help you to understand.  

When I was chosen to be The Face of Stoke-on-Trent I was overwhelmed 
with excitement! It couldn’t have come at a better time; it has allowed 
me to set new goals to better myself working with children, mental 
health and the YMCA. 

I have had so many moving messages on social media telling me about 
their stories - I can’t thank the people of Stoke enough for coming 
forward and sharing their outlook on mental health, I am so proud of 
my city! I will never stop loving the home of my friends and my family, 
it is such a magical place if you put your hopes and dreams into it. 

I hope to carry on helping the city become the best it can be - it is full 
of so much potential and I am so happy to be in the middle of it all.” 

- Jozef Clark, The Face of Stoke-on-Trent

Photographed by Natalie Willatt







MATT

“I’ve lived in Stoke all my life, I grew up in Trent Vale and now I live in 
Bucknall with my boyfriend, Lexi. 

I’ve always been interested in performance and dance and have been 
lucky enough to be part of the Breakthrou’ dance group working with 
FRONTLINEdance. I currently assist creative dance workshops as a 
volunteer. I also develop my own dance and choreography skills. We 
have just created our first solo dance for film, which is going live for 
everyone to see very soon. In the future I’d like to take my dance and 
performance further. 

There’s so much to Stoke, it’s hard to choose your highlights! I feel like 
there’s a lot to do in the area, whatever your tastes! For me, it’s a really 
cultural city; it’s also small enough that you can feel like you’re part of 
a community, you can say things like ‘meet me at the blue clock’ and 
everyone knows where to go!”

Photographed by Tim Diggles



ROANNA

“I am not originally from Stoke-on-Trent and only moved to the area 
around two months ago to start my job at the hospital in Pharmacy. I 
moved to Stoke from Loughborough where I spent the last 5 years at 
university there. 

I enjoy travelling as I get to meet new people and learn about their 
culture. In the future, I would like to do more travelling. Over the past 
couple of years I have done some volunteering in Hong Kong which 
was a highlight for me. 

What I like about Stoke-on-Trent is that the people are really kind and 
friendly. I enjoy going to Trentham Gardens with friends.

I feel surprised that I have been asked to take part as I wasn’t 
expecting anything!”

Photographed by Richard Redshaw



MARTIN

“I was born and bred in this area (1956) and apart from three years 
at art college down in Luton, I have been a resident in Basford for all 
that time. I worked at Doulton Bathrooms in Whieldon Road, Since 
the seventies and early eighties.

I stopped work, mainly to care for my elderly father, do freelance 
design work and learn how to relax. My hobbies have been Tenpin 
bowling, with which I was just about adequate and collecting 
American comicbooks, which I am hugely knowledgeable or “nerdy” 
if you prefer. I landscape sketch while I am on holiday and have find 
that there is no better way of unwinding and relieving stress. 

My father passed away in 2011 after suffering with terminal throat 
cancer and I was his sole carer during this long period, and I took 
over his position in the local community as the President of the 
Stoke-on-Trent and North Staffordshire Hebrew Congregation. In this 
role, I represent the Jewish faith in the area, helped by others, as we 
are only a tiny community compared to other large cities. 

Stoke-on-Trent is a thriving location, with a diverse population which 
will help to expand and improve the area as we move from the 
heavily industrialised businesses of the recent past, to a more 
enterprising user-friendly and cleaner ventures to benefit the citizens 
in Staffordshire. It has a rich industrial history and has supplied the 
world with ceramics, Spitfires, entertainers, singers, actors and many 
household sporting names over the last century.”

Public Submission



MARGARET

“My Mum, Margaret Baker, was born in April 1924 and lived in Trent 
Vale for the first part of her life. When the war began she joined the 
Munitions Factory at Swynnerton and helped to make bombs. I 
remember her telling me she took part in a First Aid Competition 
once and the prize was to help in the First Aid Room, she loved that 
as she would have loved to have been a nurse.  

She met my Dad at a church event and they became engaged during 
the war. Dad sent back the money for an engagement ring to his 
Mother, but at the time her false teeth had broken, and so my 
mother’s intended ring was turned into a pair of new false teeth. This 
didn’t stop them though and they married in February 1946. They had 
6 children, two were unfortunately to die at birth, but Michael, Susan, 
Julia and Andrew (twins) survived. 

Mum helped my Dad to run a pub from the early sixties and (although 
she never drank) she was the perfect landlady; always ready to lend 
an ear, serve a perfect pint, serve a great meal and evict those who’ve 
had one too many. 

At different times in her life she was a Guide Leader, Church Choir 
Member, in the Amateur dramatics group and treasurer of The 
Friendship Club. She was the type of person who would give you her 
last penny, always ready with a smile and a cup of tea and a very 
special lady in the eyes of all who knew her. She died at the age of 69 
in May, 1993. That’s my mum, she never won a Nobel Prize or an 
Oscar, but to us and to her grandchildren, she was the best person in 
the world.”

Public Submission



JORDAN

“I moved to the area in 2014, to study film production at Staffordshire 
University. 

I have just recently graduated this year and decided to continue my 
studies by doing a Masters in film production. I am a very chilled out 
person so in my spare time I like to relax and play video games. 

My life is over the top! There are too many things to highlight from 
when I moved to Staffordshire University - everything has been an 
amazing experience. 

My one main ambition would be to one day go back to my home town 
and direct a movie with everyone in it, to show where I come from. 
The main thing I would say I like about Stoke-on-Trent is how quiet it 
is, as I come from London I am used to a lot of noise, so I really enjoy 
the peace and quiet of Stoke life.

I feel like being chosen to be featured is a big reasonability but I have 
never turned down a challenge before, and I feel honoured to be part 
of it.”

Photographed by Amy Forsyth



CLARE

“I have always lived in Stoke-on-Trent. Originally from Bentilee and 
now live on a smallholding in Fulford Dale on the outskirts of Stoke-
on-Trent. I am one of seven siblings and my parents both worked very 
hard in various potbanks around the area. 

I have a partner,  two daughters aged 28 and 22 years, and have a 
grandson and soon to be born granddaughter. My elderly father lives 
with us on our smallholding, and we call him ‘The Bird Man of 
Blacklake’ due to all the wild birds that come to visit his bird table 
each day. My close family and extended family all live around Stoke-
on-Trent and we all have strong family values and support one 
another.

Going to University as a mature student was a life changing 
experience. It enabled me to better my personal career, fulfilment 
and provide for my family. I am a cancer research nurse working at 
our local university hospital. I get a lot of job satisfaction helping our 
patients,  who have a strength of character that is truly inspirational 
when undergoing the most toughest period in their lifes’ journey. 

As I originate, work, and live within Stoke-on-Trent I feel very proud 
to be considered as a portrait for the potteries. Stoke is built on warm 
and friendly people with a great work ethic who are devoted to their 
local area and families. Its heritage and pride is built on the ‘potters’ 
ceramics, however it has a diverse business offer and growing cultural 
vibe providing excellent opportunities for young and old.”

Photographed by Richard Redshaw



NICK

“Born and raised in Biddulph, I’ve lived most of my adult life in or 
near Hanley. I’m a retired English teacher - 32 years in the profession - 
in Stoke-on-Trent and North Staffordshire as a Head of English. Thirty 
of those years were spent at Berry Hill High School and Painsley 
Catholic College. 

As well as the teaching, I’m the lead singer/accordionist frottoir 
player for swamp’n’roll band Elvis Fontenot and have played in the 
USA, Ireland, France and Holland as well as all over the UK. 

I’m a senior examiner for one of the GCSE exam boards and a 
published author of educational books - revision guides - for Harper 
Collins. 

Also, I’m a semi-professional photographer with an interest in mainly 
music and street photography.  I’ve had my photography used by the 
Cajun musician and cook Sarah Savoy and musicians such as Richard 
Hawley, Jason Isbell and many others. 

I want to get a collection of my photography published and exhibited 
- and I want to get the 4th Elvis Fontenot CD released. 

No matter where I’ve travelled, Stoke-on-Trent still has the warmth of 
home that can’t be replicated elsewhere for me.”

Public Submission



SARAH

“My name’s Sarah and I live in Abbey Hulton. I like spending time with 
family and my fiancé Jordan.  

I love doing drama and I’m part of Masque Theatre Company. Our next 
show is ‘Puss in Boots’ - I’m going to play a maid and a villager. I’ve 
been acting with Masque Theatre Company for over 10 years now! I 
also love to dance and took part in ‘Stoke’s Got Talent’.  

I volunteer at the MAC club (a social club) and also at a local nursery 
school where I help to prepare meals. It’s lots of fun because I enjoy 
cooking and talking to the children. 

The thing I like about Stoke is that people get treated equally. I think 
that’s really important. In some places if you are seen to be different 
in any way people might whisper behind your back or stare, that’s not 
very nice, but in Stoke we respect each other no matter our 
differences. I feel really proud to have been shortlisted.” 

“The photograph of Sarah was part of a shoot I did of the people who 
attend Masque, an arts group in Blurton. As I was photographing her 
I could see a great strength and composure in her, especially the way 
she held herself and I tried to capture that. She was very natural and 
didn’t pose, she was relaxed, and this image stood out when editing.”

- Tim Diggles, photographer

Photographed by Tim Diggles



CHAN

“I was born in Stoke-on-Trent in 1972, and I still live in the area. 
I am currently in Trentham, originally from Stoke near the railway 
station. 

Our extended family are active members of our local Sikh 
community, and have been since the early seventies. We have two sons 
and they are budding cricket players, and one just very recently was 
selected for the Staffordshire Moorlands district under 10’s cricket 
team.”

Photographed by Val Bansal



CAROL

“My name is Carol. I was born in Burslem in 1959 and as a child I 
went to Stoke City matches with my father at the Victoria Ground. 

Although I have spent time abroad I always come back home to 
Stoke-on-Trent; I love the Potteries and the friendly people of 
Staffordshire! 

I am proud that I worked for Royal Doulton in Burslem in the 80’s, 
and when I had to leave and live in Kuwait my boss from Nile Street 
organised a job for me with Jashanmals, who were the importing 
agents for Doulton, Wedgwood and many other quality brands in the 
Arabian Gulf. 

I have always kept my roots and return to Bahrain each time with a 
suitcase full of oatcakes for my freezer, which are consumed heartily 
before Stoke City matches watched on satellite TV!”

Public Submission



PAULINE

“I’ve been in Stoke 58 years. I was born in Burslem, lived in Blurton 
and now Bentilee. 

I work as a counter assistant at ‘Barnetts Cooked Meats’ store inside 
Longton Market. I’ve been working inside markets for over 22 years 
now. 

I enjoy eating out, drinking socially, and visiting family. I’ve met some 
wonderful people over the years at work and every day life, and I will 
carry on working hard for as long as possible and keep active. 

I like the people of Stoke-on-Trent and it will always be my home! 

I’m over the moon at being shortlisted for the Face of Stoke-on-Trent. 
It is a real honour and I would really love to be chosen to be the one 
of the faces!”

Photographed by Jenny Harper



ANONYMOUS

The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery is located in Hanley, one of the 
six towns which form the city of Stoke-on-Trent. The museum has 
outstanding collections of Natural History, Fine Art, Local History, and 
Ceramics and now also jointly owns with Birmingham Museum Trust, 
the Staffordshire Hoard.

The local History collection at the museum promotes a strong sense 
of identity and place, inspiring a strong sense and identity in the City 
as well as celebrating the creativity and achievements of its people. 
Taking pride of place within this collection is the Mark XVI World War 
II Spitfire which represents locally-born R.J. Mitchell’s triumph of 
aircraft design and is now a cultural icon for the City.  
 
The Potteries Art Gallery houses a historic photography archive that 
brings together the identities that go into forming the area known as 
the Potteries. The People’s Picture and B Arts made digital copies of 
many of the archival images, and this anonymous face was chosen to 
feature.

Do you know who this face belongs to? Complete the puzzle!

Archive image from the Potteries 
Museum & Art Gallery



REECE

“I am Reece and originally from Stoke-on-Trent. I have lived here all 
my life (13 years). I am part of a large family spread out across the 
potteries. I like Tunstall and the shops in Hanley, and the woods and 
countryside close to where I live.

I like to spend my time making YouTube videos or riding bikes. I want 
to be a famous YouTuber, like Tanner Fox or Jake Paul, or a mechanic 
mending cars and motorbikes. I feel happy about being shortlisted and 
excited.”

“Reece is a neighbour’s son, I’ve known him since his birth, and I took 
the photograph when I went to Bradwell Woods to pick up him and his 
friends after they’d been riding their bikes. When I’d dropped them off 
earlier I could see that this would be a good place for a photograph, 
there would be a naturalness about him/them, which perhaps his 
mother would have cleaned off at home!

This photo stood out to me, as Reece doesn’t confront the camera, but 
looks at you with the ‘innocence’ of his age: turning from childhood to 
a young adult, a time of intense learning about oneself and the world 
around. He isn’t self-conscious or posing.” 

- Tim Diggles, photographer

Photographed by Tim Diggles



SANIA

“I am 17 years old. I arrived in this country in 2011 without a word of 
English. From a very young age I have faced many difficulties and had 
to overcome many barriers so, for me, where I am standing now is a 
huge success. 

My ambition is to go to University and I hope to become a 
Lawyer in the future. I take great interest in different cultures and 
would like to travel to learn new languages. I consider myself to be a 
driven person who likes to take on new challenges. 

I feel honoured to be one of the short-listed faces of Stoke on Trent. 
My family moved from Pakistan due to political reasons. Everyone we 
know are very kind and helpful people. We now love Stoke as we get 
treated just like our family members use to treat us: people are very 
supportive, especially JB church. We do miss everyone back home but 
now we believe we have a new home in Stoke.”

“By reflecting on their own stories, Settling participants created 
unique, personalised portraits of themselves. Using various media 
and their own portraits. Settling is a community photography archive, 
co-commissioned by Grain Projects and Appetite, supported by Arts 
Council England and Creative People and Places.”

- Sam Ivin, photographer from the Settling Archive

Photographed by Sam Ivin



GEOFF

“I was born in Burslem, the mother town in 1960. I’m a railway man 
by trade, joining the railway in 1978, and have had a diverse railway 
life. I’m now a rail safety trainer, having to ply my trade in Warrington, 
always travelling away from Stoke, but glad to return.

I’ve always been involved in community issues, having lived in the 
same area of Hanley since 1981, helping to secure and construct our 
local school, supporting our scout group, and St John ambulance. I’ve 
two grown children and seven grandchildren. My wife and I will be 
celebrating 40 years of marriage this year. My greatest passion (apart 
from my family) is Foxfield Railway at Blythe Bridge, where I’ve been 
a volunteer for many years. You’ll find me there most weekends as 
guide, guard, signalman, and at Christmas, ‘Magic’ the entertainer!

My family roots are in the city, where many of them worked in the 
creative pottery market, the steelworks, and the mines. The hardships 
they endured politicised me to a degree, helping me to realise that 
there was a lot of hard work behind that beautiful piece of pottery or 
that nice warm fire in the hearth. 

Stoke-on-Trent isn’t just about the past, it’s a place for the future, still 
at the cutting edge of creative design, and not just in ceramics. Art 
is in abundance around reclaimed areas, now beautiful parks. We can 
turn our hands to anything, with the warmth of the folk, the artistic 
talent, our diverse community and our shared experiences, anything is 
possible. A wonderful creative oasis in an often drab miserable 
moaning world.”

Photographed by Sue Walker



JANINE

“I was born in Stoke-on-Trent, living in Endon, before moving across to 
Blythe Bridge aged 11, where I currently reside having purchased my 
nan’s house after she sadly passed two years ago. 

I’m a communications manager for a crop protection company and am 
lucky enough to work from home. Aside from this, I’m involved with a 
pedigree rare breed pig enterprise with my partner. We have a small 
herd of pedigree Tamworth pigs including a fabulously handsome boar 
called Gary. We also have 100 sheep and two pygmy goats. Next year 
we hope to engage in the Christmas turkey trade.

Stoke-on-Trent will always be home for me. I like the fact that 
people don’t have airs and graces and you can always make friends in 
the most unexpected of places. My partner and I do a lot of walking 
and despite it’s urban-ness, Stoke does offer many country walks.

I’m surprised to be short-listed but always believe that you only get 
out as much as you put in, whether that’s contributing to the 
community or helping with projects such as this. I try to help as many 
people as I can and enjoy the satisfaction of giving. That photograph 
in particular was taken after months of anxiety and depression and I 
was feeling good on that specific day. I’m glad that it’s been chosen.”

Public Submission



VIKRAM

“I was born in Stoke-On-Trent and have lived in Maybank since my 
birth. I am currently a college student and studying business at NULC. 

I love to travel and recently went to Japan on my own, and learned 
that life is too short and if you don’t take opportunities you will come 
to regret them. If you try and learn about different cultures it can 
open your mind and you will become a better person for it. I would 
like to go university in Japan and teach English as a foreign language.

What I like about Stoke-On-Trent is that it’s home to a lot of different 
and wonderful people. If I go to other cities in England it feels like 
people aren’t as genuine, you get that type of air about being in Stoke 
where people are genuinely nice. Home is where good people come 
together and enjoy moments, memories and emotions. 

It feels kind of surreal to be chosen as there were so many portraits of 
people involved in this project and I was shortlisted! I feel extremely 
happy and proud. I hope that this project can show the true culture of 
Stoke-On-Trent.”

Photographed by Val Bansal



NICOLE

“I’ve always lived in Stoke-on-Trent, currently living in Hanley. 

I am opening a sandwich restaurant/bar in Piccadilly, Hanley called 
‘The Slamwich Club’.

I really believe that it is an exciting time for Stoke – lots of young, 
creative and ambitious people that can (and are!) making a real 
difference to the city and I want to be part of it. Stokies are always 
the most welcoming and friendly bunch of the lot. They are also some 
of the most creative and hard working people I know, we have a great 
entrepreneurial spirit in Stoke and it’s contagious. 

The future of Stoke also excites me – I feel passionate about our city’s 
history and heritage but even more so about its future and what we 
can achieve together.  

Being shortlisted is a big surprise for me. It’d be an absolute honour 
to be the face of Stoke-on-Trent!”

Photographed by Tom Cowley



EYOB

“I am Eyob Asmelash and I come from Eritrea.

I was in the army in my country and I came to Stoke-on-Trent in 2015. 
I am a care worker now hoping to be a nurse in the future. 

I love to run marathons and this year in June I came 4th in the Stoke 
on Trent half marathon my time was 1:17:08. I run with the Trentham 
runners.

I am very honoured for my photo to be chosen. Stoke-on-Trent is the 
best city to live in because the people are so friendly.”

“When Eyob came running to the finish at Hanley parkrun, easily in 
first place, an awesome performance to see and looking like he’d 
barely broken a sweat, I knew I wanted to ask to photograph him for 
the project.  I’m so pleased that he’s being included with the final 
selection.”

- Jenny Harper, photographer

Photographed by Jenny Harper



MARGARET

“Inspirational, kind and welcoming. She was born here, loved the 
Potteries, and was well known for her caring for people in her 
community of Goldenhill and Stoke-on-Trent. Our city & it’s people 
were part of her thinking, her being, her heart, and her DNA. 

She worked in the pottery Grindleys and was proud to be a freehand 
painter, a bander, a liner, and a trainer, who taught many others her 
skills. 

She met her future husband at 5 years old in nursery school and they 
subsequently married and had a long and happy marriage with two 
children. She was an active member of the Church Mothers Union, and 
she set up a social group for over 59’s. 

She sadly died aged 96. She was the embodiment of a kind smiling 
welcoming hard working Stokie person and loved and respected by 
many.” 

“ Photography is my passion, a quest to capture moments in time,
evoking memories that would otherwise be lost and forgotten 
I am excited and very privileged to have been working alongside such 
talented people and to have taken part in this iconic tribute to the 
people of my city. She was well into her 90’s when I asked her to 
open our Goldenhill Out and About Club. This photograph was taken 
on that day. ” 

- Christine Humphreys, photographer

Photographed by Christine 
Humphreys



DAN

“I was born and raised in Stoke-on-Trent, I moved away for a couple of 
years when I went to University, but always found myself coming back 
every weekend to have the comfort of home (and a few oatcakes!). 

I’m proud to be from Stoke-on-Trent and will always find myself 
standing up for Stoke and shouting from the rooftops at any given 
moment about how good the city is.

Growing up here has given me the opportunity to explore different 
avenues and to explore my creative side – Through school, college 
and professionally I have been able and lucky enough to be a part of 
various productions and owe quite a lot to my high school and 
college for allowing me to further nurture my creative side. With my 
involvement with the community radio station I have been honoured 
to be in the position to give local people the opportunity to promote 
local events, promote the city and in some small way – give them a 
voice.

There are so many things that I like/love about Stoke-on-Trent but 
the one that always sticks out for me and one that I’m constantly 
shouting about is just how amazing the people are. It’s impossible 
to not love the potteries accent and it’s definitely impossible to not 
smile when you hear the familar ‘Ayup Duck’. A lot of cities are 
credited with making the people, but this city, OUR city, is made by 
the people.”

Photographed by Bret Shah



ADRIAN

“I’m Adrian, 45 years old, living, volunteering and working in the 
communities of Stoke-on-Trent. I facilitate shared reading groups as a 
volunteer with Stoke-on-Trent Library service through their ‘Read and 
Connect’ project.

I also run training sessions and workshops that support people to 
speak up about their lives, the issues that are important to them 
and to be more active citizens.  A lot of this work is through my 
connection with the 1000 Lives Community Champions project and I 
specialise in working with adults with learning disabilities who can 
be some of the most vulnerable people in our communities and least 
likely to be listened to when they speak up.

My volunteering work over the last 25 years has helped me discover 
the hidden treasures of this city, most importantly the amazing 
people. 

I am Stokie and proud!”

Public Submission



BENILDA

“My name is Bennie Beretta, originally from the Bronx in the United 
States.  

At the moment I live in France, but not a day goes by that I have 
this itch to come back to Stoke.  I am an artist, and have exhibited 
at Gallery 116 twice.  I am a photographer who loves to take street 
photography and experimental selfies.  

What I love about Stoke-on-Trent is the genuineness of its people.  I 
just love it here. Try to keep me away!”

Photographed by Darren 
Washington



BETTY

“I was born in Blythe Bridge in 1942 and have been involved in 
several family owned businesses in Stoke-on-Trent.  

I’ve always had a keen interest in local history especially concerning 
the pottery industry as my Grandfather Thomas Horrobin was a 
fireman of the coal fired bottle kilns in the early 20th century - a 
highly skilled job crucial to the success of any factory.

I currently volunteer at Spode Visitor Centre and I’m proud to share 
my knowledge with the many visitors who come there—giving them a 
picture of the skills and talents that have shaped the unique history 
of Stoke-On-Trent!”

Photographed by Darren 
Washington



CARMEL

“My name is Carmel. 

I moved to Cobridge, Stoke-on-Trent about five years ago to be part 
of a small Christian community. We love where we live and want to 
join with others in celebrating what’s good about it, changing what’s 
not and together, building a stronger more vibrant community. We’ve 
made lots of friends and there’s a growing sense of neighbourliness. 

One thing I am particularly proud of is an event called ‘Care for 
Cobridge’. It was a day of action where over 60 women, men and 
children came together to litter pick, give out sweets to neighbours, 
create raised beds for our community garden and make art to 
decorate a car park. It was so great to see so many people working 
together and making a difference. We celebrated all we had achieved 
with a big BBQ at the end of the day!”

Public Submission











CHRIS

“I was born in Middleport and played on the streets around the 
factory as a child, within the smoke of the bottle ovens. I remember 
we did a painting of the pottery while I was at school. 

My first real job was as a baker for ‘Bialek’s Bakery’ in Burslem. I really 
enjoyed the job—making bread and seeing people enjoy it. 

I’ve struggled a bit with my mental health as an adult with anxiety 
and depression. Volunteering at Middleport Pottery has really helped 
me get back on track. I started volunteering 4 years ago on the day 
it re-opened as a Prince’s Trust project. I now work there. People visit 
from all over the world, I even had the honour of speaking with Prince 
Charles on his last visit! 

I really feel like my regeneration happened alongside the 
regeneration of Middleport, sometimes I call myself Doctor Who. I’m 
really proud of my role at Middleport Pottery, I meet and greet people 
and tell them about the history of the place, a lot of my family worked 
in the pottery industry so I feel like I’m carrying on in their footsteps.”

Public Submission



CHRISTINE AND 
TONY

“This photo of Christine and Tony James was taken in 1968 on a night 
out in the Queens Theatre, Burslem.

Tony was born in 1944 at Phoenix Street in Tunstall. He left school 
left at age 15 to work on various potbanks including Johnson 
Alexander, Ridgways, and Enoch Wedgwood. He retired from Dudsons 
Potbank in 2006.

Christine was born at St. Bernards Road in Knutton to Jack and Hilda 
Boardman. She also left school at 15, and worked in various office 
jobs including AEI, George Birchalls and Phones 4U. Christine retired 
in 2006.

Christine and Tony met whilst on holiday in Prestatyn, in their 
teenage years in August 1961. Christine and her friend were walking 
along the beach and spotted two lads. They approached them and 
asked if they could borrow a comb!

Despite relatives telling them ‘the holiday romance will never 
last’, they married in 1965 and are celebrating their 53rd wedding 
anniversary in 2018.”

Public Submission



CLARE

“I am 33 years old, a zookeeper and live in Derby with my husband 
and 2 young children, both girls and both are the thing I am most 
proud of. 

I was born and raised in Stoke (Meir Park) and then moved to 
Manchester to go to University where I got a First Class Hons Degree 
and my MSc. I then volunteered at Chester Zoo for 9 months and then 
got my first paid Zookeeping job, I have been at my current job for 8 
years where I look after all 4 species of Great Apes and I love it! 

My family are still in Stoke and I love coming ‘home’ to visit whenever 
I can.”

Photographed by Jenny Harper



DAVID

“I left school at sixteen with baggy trousers, sideburns and platforms. 
My first job at 16 was slip casting whiskey jugs at Wade Heath 
Burslem. 

I joined the Royal Navy at 17½, travelled as far as Florida and the 
West Indies visiting most of the Islands. In July 2014 I took a vacant 
position at Staffordshire University as Ceramic Technical Instructor. 
I’ve since been discovering, mixing my art with ceramic modelling, in 
producing and exhibiting ceramic art and sculpture.

Now I’m settled and happy, living in Stoke with a talented musician, 
where I find the people to be genuinely likeminded in life as it is. You 
can find and be amongst some really talented artists here.” 

Photographed by Darren 
Washington



EMMA

“My name is Emma and I’m 37 years old. I was born in Stoke-On-Trent 
and currently live in Endon with my husband and two children.

I studied at Manchester University and gained a BA honours degree in 
Business Management. 

I started my own business in Tunstall in 2001 and have successfully 
ran my business from Tunstall Market for 17 years selling unusual 
home accessories, gifts and homeware. In 2011 I set up my own 
website selling photo frames online. 

I’m very proud of the heritage we have in Stoke-On-Trent and 
regularly visit the industrial museums with my children.”

Photographed by Tim Diggles



GARETH

“I’m from Mow Cop, duck! I’m now a bar supervisor at a pub.

I’m proud of my grandad who taught me everything he knew about 
butchering - that’s what I have done in Tunstall Market all my life.”

Photographed by Tim Diggles



GEORGE

“George Snape (1886-1936) was born in Hanford. 

As a teenager he joined the staff of the Corn family, owners of 
Richards Tile Company. He was sent to Rolls Royce to learn how to 
drive and by 1911 he is married to Celia, living on Brough Lane, and 
earning his living as a chauffeur driving one of the earliest cars in 
Trentham.

Drivers were in great demand in WW1 and George joined the Army 
Service Corps (Mechanical Transport) and transported food and other 
essentials to the troops. Home again, in the 1920s, he drove Edmund 
and Nancy Corn to the South of France in a Silver Ghost Rolls Royce. 

At his death in 1936 he was described as ‘a devoted servant and 
faithful friend.’”

Public Submission



GRAHAM

“I’ve been on Tunstall Market a couple years now but I’ve been dog 
training for 40 years. 

Ever since I was a little kid I was always fascinated by dogs and 
seemed to have a gift for understanding them. We always had dogs in 
the house and most likely they were with me. I had friends but dogs 
were my best friends! 

I’m really proud of the help I’ve given to people over the years to 
understand the behaviour of their dogs. I’ve helped lots of people get 
the best out of their dogs and the dogs to get the best out of their 
owners!”

Photographed by Tim Diggles



ILANA

“Ilana is certainly a character, as soon as the summer holidays started 
she insisted on dying her hair pink! 

She loves to dance and is good at athletics, being part of the school 
football team. She loves any crafts and drawing (and seems to be 
always making slime like most 10 year olds). 

She enjoys days at Middleport Pottery making clay animals (we live 
local to the factory).”

Public Submission



IVY

“Mum was a very loving person who grew up in Hartshill before 
moving to Silverdale when she married my Dad in 1966. 

She was skilled as a hairdresser but became a housewife, later 
working in a chemist and as a cleaner at Keel University. 

After struggling to conceive she had me and my sister, Liz, on 22nd 
March 1971 - twins! She doted on us. We didn’t have much in life 
but she worked her socks off to make sure we were happy and 
comfortable and we could not have felt more loved. 

I always remember being on a crowded bus with her in heavy traffic 
in Hartshill one time when I was quite young. A lad on the street 
opened the rear exit door and said to me “Ay up mar mate at geen 
on?”. I was a bit shocked and asked Mum what he said. She smiled and 
said “He was just asking if you are OK!” 

One of the many things I am proud of was the fact that Mum would 
always put herself out for others, not just her family, even if it was 
often to her disadvantage and she had many friends on the village 
and beyond. It’s so wonderful to see her image being used to promote 
the things, town, and people she loved.”

Public Submission



KAREN

“I moved to Stoke from Bath in 2014 to take up the role of Professor 
of Health Psychology at Staffordshire University. I threw myself into 
finding out about Stoke-on-Trent and quickly discovered lots of gems 
(the New Vic, the canals, the pottery museums, the working potteries 
and Hanley Park). I so loved the canals and Hanley Park, that I bought 
a house between the Cauldon canal and Hanley Park, so now I get to 
walk through the beautiful park every day on my way to work. 

When I arrived, I set up ‘Stoke Psychology in the Pub’. This is a 
meeting held on the first Wednesday of the month. Each month a 
psychologist from either Staffordshire or Keele University gives a talk 
about their work. Talks have included: ‘The Psychology of Swearing’, 
‘Conspiracy Theories’, and ‘The Christmas Jumper’. 

This is the 4th year ‘Psychology in the Pub’ has run; it is popular, fun, 
and open to all. I am proud that something I started here has taken 
on a life of its own and gives psychologists a space to share what 
they do, explain why it is important, and most importantly, allow the 
public to ask questions.”

Public Submission



KENDALL

“I was born in Newcastle-Under-Lyme to an Austrian mother and a 
Stoke father.

Raised in Stoke (Eaton Park), I left to study for a BA Hons Degree in 
Chester. This was followed by a career in retail, initially meaning I 
had to be sent to Coventry.

My proudest achievement has been setting up my own business four 
years ago - ‘Strand Records’ here in Longton.

Join the vinyl revival!”

Photographed by Jenny Harper



LYDIA

“This is Lydia. She is four years old and is posing as a princess in 
Tunstall Park.

Lydia loves to sing and dance. Her favourite football team is Stoke 
City. She is the future of Stoke-on-Trent.

Lydia has recently performed in her first dance show at The Regent 
Theatre - Hanley, as part of a annual dance festival ‘Once Upon a 
Dance’. She was so proud and privileged to perform on one of the 
biggest stages in Staffordshire.”

Public Submission



MARY

“I’m 82 years old. Born and bred in Stoke, and a former paintress at 
Spode. I’m definitely a Stoke girl!

I grew up along London Road, at Oakhill at ‘Cadmen’s Sweetie Shop’ 
- my Grandmas shop. She raised me from the age of three when my 
mother died. It wasn’t always easy, believe me! She was living in the 
Victorian times, but I always count my blessings. 

I’m proud that I’ve rasied my children, two girls, by myself.”

Photographed by Richard Redshaw



MELISSA

“I am 25 years old and I have lived and grown up in Burslem, Stoke-
on-Trent. 

I have worked at Specsavers Opticians in Tunstall for almost three 
years and within my job I have progressed onto being the Store 
Supervisor of which I am proud of. Working in optics is a job that I 
love doing and I would love to progress further. 

I am getting married in June to my partner of eight years at Floral 
Hall in Tunstall!”

Public Submission



NATASHA

“My name is Natasha. I’ve lived in Stoke-on-Trent for all of my 31 
years. 

There’s good bits and not so good bits but the people of Stoke are 
amazing. I’m proud to say I’m a Stokie and I’m proud to share my face 
with all the other Stokies!”

Public Submission 



OSCAR

“Oscar was born in Burslem and now lives in Fegg Hayes. He enjoys 
playing on his Xbox, building lego, and beating his dad at pool!  
He equally loves being outside and never stops. The outdoors is 
something Stoke-on-Trent has a lot to offer. He often cycles around 
Chatterley Whitfield Nature Reserve, he likes to feed the ducks, geese 
and swans at Ford Green Nature Reserve, and really enjoyed visiting 
the museum, park, animals and North Staffs Model Engineering 
Society miniature railway at the Brampton Park. 

When asked what he is proud of, he said getting certificates for his 
hard work in English and for his reading.

He is passionate about anything on wheels and can name most super 
cars! He has been brought up on the motorbike scene with his Dad, 
and natural parenting with his Mum, so he is often out camping. He 
enjoys motorbikes, loves attending the ‘Star Bikers Toy Run and Egg 
Run’ on the back of his Dad’s trike, and waves all the way around 
at everyone along the route, collecting from the Stoke-on-Trent 
residents who like him brave the cold for a good cause.”

Public Submission



PENELOPE

“Penelope was born on the 15th May 2017 at The Royal Stoke 
Hospital, weighing 9lb 7oz. She has a big brother called William 
whom she adores, and just like to giggle a lot.

She enjoys visiting the local parks, and has visited most of the pottery 
museums in the city - however I can’t confirm how much she took in 
from it all. She giggled all the way round though!

We are delighted that she has been featured in ‘The Face of Stoke-
on-Trent’ - to represent such a fun, vibrant and diverse city is a real 
honour.”

Public Submission 



RUSSELL

“I was born in a mining village in South Yorkshire, and moved to 
Stoke-on-Trent for work in 2005. I have found it a great place to live. 
I’m married with two kids (I proposed on Hadrian’s Wall). 

I write books about military history and provide technical and 
proof-reading help to authors. My book about Lidice and the North 
Staffordshire miners (A Ray of Light) was a finalist in the 2017 Arnold 
Bennett Book Prize. 

My son (he was seven at the time) & I had our hair cut off in 2015, 
and raised £800 for Chernobyl Children’s Project UK!”

Public Submission



SANDHYA

“I am living in Etruria but before that I studied fashion design in 
India. It has always been my dream to run my own fashion business. 

Thanks to support from my family and my friends I was finally able 
to start in a small shop in October 2017. This year I have moved to 
a bigger space running a clothing and accessories stall in Tunstall 
Market - I am very happy here. The people who visit the market and 
the other traders are very friendly. 

I’m hoping to continue to build up my business little by little and feel 
proud of what I have achieved so far.”

Photographed by Tim Diggles



SARAH

“I’m Sarah the owner of ‘Tweetie Sweetie of Longton’. 

I opened my shop in April 2016. Owning a sweet shop was a dream of 
mine for many years. After leaving my job due to illness a year before 
the opportunity came for me to follow my dream it was one of those 
now or never moments that I couldn’t let pass by. 

With massive help and support from my family and friends my dream 
is still going strong. 

Thank you to all my customers for all your support.”

Photographed by Jenny Harper



SHEILA

“I am Sheila Podmore. I’ve lived in Bradeley for the past 50 years and 
proud to be a Stokie!

I am widowed with two daughters, two grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren!

I worked in the pottery industry then went into college and became a 
support teacher. 

I am a Deacon at the Burslem Elim Church in The Burslem Lighthouse 
Moorland Rd and Trustee and Leader of the Burslem Jubilee, a group 
who helps and supports asylum seekers and refugees.

I am very proud of the volunteers who help and support me in this 
project and all the art projects around our wonderful city.”

Photographed by Jenny Harper



SHIRLEY

“My name is Shirley. I have been a hairdresser in Tunstall for almost 
20 years. 

I now have a salon in Tunstall Market and meet some amazing people.  

I’m quite proud of myself for having my head shaved for two of 
my favourite charities two years ago - The SSBB (Shropshire and 
Staffordshire blood bikes) also Dougie Mac, raising over £600 for 
each!”

Photographed by Tim Diggles



TOM 

“This is Tom. He was born in Stoke-on-Trent at the brilliant Royal 
Stoke University Hospital.

While he was a baby/toddler he attended many play groups and 
activities in the city where he met lots of friends. At the weekends 
he does many activities including swimming lessons, rugby classes, 
taking part in activities at The Potteries Centre, visiting soft play
centres, going to the cinema, visiting the museum to name but a few.

In this photo he is enjoying an ice cream at Trentham Gardens where 
we spend lots of time (and have lots of ice creams).

Stoke-on-Trent is a great city to grow up in.”

Public Submission



SUE

“I was born in 1965 in the now demolished maternity block at the City 
General Hospital in Stoke-on-Trent. My twin brother arrived about 10 
minutes after me. My parents weren’t aware they were having twins 
until six weeks beforehand.

We were taken home to a house quickly purchased from close family 
who were emigrating to Toronto, Canada. At three and a half, we 
moved to Parkhall, living opposite the hills and close to the lake. 
These provided ample opportunities for fabulous play and growing 
up. 

At 18 I became a student nurse, qualifying in 1987. I still work in the 
NHS now.

In the early 1980s we had moved to Caverswall, and later when I got 
married I moved over to live about 9 miles from Newcastle-under-
Lyme. I still work in Staffordshire, and although my accent isn’t truly 
Stokie, it does cause confusion as to where my accent originates. 

I value my heritage, I always turn over the crockery wherever I am. I 
feel very proud when I read ‘Dudsons’, ‘Steelite’ and ‘Wedgwood’.
Oatcakes, bacon and cheese are still a favourite - I have to take them 
with me when I visit ex-Stokies who live in other countries!”

Public Submission



JOHN

“We moved to Stoke-On-Trent when I was about 13. 

I worked like a dog all my life and brought the kids up. 

I’ve got my own china business. I’ve always been interested in history.  

I just get on with things and manage to stay alive, sometimes that’s 
enough.”

Photographed by Jenny Harper









LOCATION OF THE MAIN ARTWORKS

Face of Stoke-on-Trent
Hanley Electricity Substation
Lichfield St
Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST1 3EA

Featured Faces
Former Harvey’s Building
Old Hall Street
Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST1 1QT



LOCATION OF THE POP-UP EXHIBITION

Burslem School of Art
Queen St
Stoke-on-Trent 
ST6 3EJ

Fenton Town Hall
Baker St
Stoke-on-Trent
ST4 3BX

Tunstall Market
Butterfield Pl
Stoke-on-Trent 
ST6 5TP

Longton Market
Transport Ln
Stoke-on-Trent 
ST3 1BF

Stoke Shopping Centre
City Centre
Quadrant Road
Stoke-on-Trent
ST1 1PS









“Culture is all about people, places and potential. The Face of Stoke-on-
Trent project epitomises the essence of our vision - Together we make the 
City.”

- Paul Williams, Chair of Economic Impacts Group, SOT UK COC 2021 Bid  

“The response to the project has been fantastic and shows the excitement 
and enthusiasm which the UK City of Culture 2021 bid has generated 
across Stoke-on-Trent. I’d like to thank everyone who took part and made it 
the incredible success that it’s been. This artwork will represent the whole 
of Stoke-on-Trent and show how we are an inspiring and forward-thinking 
city which is on the up and has so much potential to grow and succeed in 
the future.” 

- Councillor Abi Brown, Chair of SOT UK COC 2021 Bid

“B Arts were honoured to be part of this landmark project. It is a really 
visible manifestation of what everyone in the city knows to be true—that 
the people make the city! We are excited that this beautiful artwork will 
be on show for a long time to come and continue to remind the world that 
Stoke-on-Trent is a city that is proud of itself and of the people who make 
it.” 

- Susan Clarke, Artistic Director, B Arts

“We’re delighted a young person who has shown resilience and has 
remained motivated in moving towards a positive future has been chosen 
to be The Face of Stoke-on-Trent. We’re proud that YMCA North Staffs has 
been a part of his journey.”

- Danny Flynn, CEO, YMCA North Staffs



www.faceofsot2021.com
#faceofSOT


